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REMARKS 

Iritsaih, Apphcj i< ^ .'t\n'.^'\ i^lx - to thank the Exammci toi tlic carctui 
coDbJeidtion given tins cd!>e, as vveli as the coiirteous mten lew extended to the undei signed on 
November 3, 2006 and continued on November 13, 2006. As discussed during the mter\'ie\v, the 
Examiner would look favorably upon Applicant focusing on tlie angled needles in Applicant" s 
ciamis Ab ^et lorili a\ the liml Office Action, the I vammei rejected ciaims "S. and 7~i6. 
Applicml has amended independent claims 1 and In mc dni lis dependnis sht-icfioin mi oidci to 
fwcrcomo th;; Fxammer's rejections d!s described below \<. i us duign , ^ppixaut respc(,tfiiil> 
submits that such claims are in condition for final allowance and notice to such effect is 
respecti\iUy requested. 

I Rejection Under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b); Gordon 

The E'^ammer has leiected clamis 1-3, 5, 7-9 and 14-16 undei 3*> l' S C § "07(h) 
as unpatentable over Gordon (U.S. 5,741,277). As amended Applicant's clanns recite a device 
eompnsmg two or more angled needle holder arms connected to a connectmg rod. With the 
1,0 uui, Of (.'■at!\v to piM)i Ok \n^\d 'u.. lit } ^ itip l\t^' oput ^tivt pov.tion- 

ihe pivotnig oi the .mgleJ neeaie Voider annvS along with the angled needles allov, the needles tu 
be directed outwardly relative to the puncture site and subsequentiy to be biased inwardly m 
order to catch the needle. Alter the needle holder anns are in the second operative position, the 
net Jls-s tan be engaged b\ the need t ir ip mechanssm descnbed m tne 'Specification, the 
d. \ Kt is al)k iu si! sutm t mto position a suttkicut dibianc*. about the port to create a more 
secure closure (see t'.g. p£u-agraplis 35 and 36). 

Goidon fails to teach eitliei angled needle holdei arms or angled needles, all 
elements of the claimed imention and tlie de\icc of Gordon vsould fail to operate property if it 
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were modified to included angied needles. Applicant respectful iv submits that tlw claims are 
patcrtablo o\ <joidim and jeqiic^t that the rcjectiott under 35 T S C . § 1 02(b) be withdrawn. 
1] . Rejeaion Under 35 U.S. C. .<? .103: Gordon in view of Bradley 

The IkaiTimer has rejected claims 1, 2 and 10-12 under 35 U.S.C. § i03(a), as 
unpatentable over Klein (U.S, 5,860,991) in view of Bradley ct al. OJ.S. 5,374,275). 

A-^ diicut-t-ed duimg the inlenicw and as ictlectcd m the clainii. ucithcr Kiem nor 
Bradley doscnbe the use ot uK^icc* ntcdle^ oi .uii^ied needle ho!dci avTis; and neilhcr could be 
modified lo tunctton wnn >3ng}cd needles without de^lrovmg the intended purpose oi these 
teachings. Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that this rejection be withdrawn and the 
claims passed to issue. 

III. Rejection Under 35 US ( 103 GorJ^>f{ in a nuitier oi Ji srw Jioia 

The Kxamincr has i ejected claim 13 undei 55 I ,!S,C § 103 as unpatentable o\cr 
Gordon (U,S, 5.741,277) £b a matter of design choice. As described in the specification, the 
tapered mount enables tissue to be gathered mdially about itself, which facilitates the formation 
of a closufo ! ufthcinsuu' un*'*^?!} h^v C hvi 1 h-^-.^ hccn modified to incoiporate angled needles 
and angled needle holder arm,^, botii oi which would icndcr Gordon inopcratne A^ccordingiy, 
the rejection should be withdrawn and the claims passed to issue. 
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CGNCIJCSION 

In view of the amendments and remarks presented hereinabove, Applicant 
beiieves that claims 1-3, 5, and 7-16 are in coiidition for albwaiiceiuKi respectfUny request that 
they W passed to issue. In the event that any fees are required mih this submission, the 
Commissioner is hereby au^orized to charge or credit such fees to Deposit Account No. 50- 
0436. 

Should the Examiner have any questions or comments, or need any additional 
inlbrmation from Applicant's attorney, she is invited to contact the undersigned at his 
convenience; 



Respectflilly Submitted, 




Pepper Hamilton LLP 

One Meiion Center, 50*^ Floor 

500 Grant Street 

Pittsburgh. PA 15219 

(412) 454-5000 

(412) 281-0717 - FACSIMILE 

Date: November 13, 2006 
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